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Health, Safety and Wellness  
Laboratory Safety Assessment 
   

 Q1 You observe a small fire in a room as you walk past. What action should you take? 

(a) Evacuate and notify UQ Security of any hazards you 
observe (b) Break into the room and extinguish the fire 

(c) Have a look and see if there really is a problem (d) Pack up quietly and quickly and go home for the 
day 

 

Q2 As a worker in a laboratory, what are your OHS responsibilities? 

(a) Comply with safe working procedures (b) Follow instructions given by supervisor 

(c) Use appropriate personal protective equipment (d) All of the above 
 

Q3 When may you be required to wear PPE? 

(a) Whenever you enter a laboratory (b) Whenever you enter a workshop 

(c) When the risk assessment determines it necessary (d) All of the above 
 

Q4 What is the supervisor’s responsibility in Risk Management? 

(a) Ensure risk assessments are completed (b) Approve the risk assessment 

(c) Ensure the chosen controls are implemented (d) All of these 
 

Q5 When do laboratory workers need to conduct risk assessments? 

(a) When planning new work (b) Research ethics and OGTR approval processes 

(c) After an incident (d) All of the above 
 

Q6 When a new staff member of post-grad starts in the lab, amongst many issues, the induction should cover: 

(a) General laboratory safety (b) Chemical safety 

(c) Use of specialised equipment eg autoclaves, 
centrifuges, HPLC (d) All of the above 

 

Q7 Protective eyewear signs on laboratory doors mean: 

(a) You should have protective eye wear with you in the 
lab (b) You must wear eye protection when handling 

hazardous substances 

(c) Signs are advice only – safety glasses are 
recommended, but not mandatory (d) 

The wearing of protective eye wear is a 
condition of entry that applies to all persons 
entering the laboratory 

 

Q8 What colour are the bins for disposing of non-infectious animal waste? 

(a) Blue (b) Green 

(c) Yellow (d) Brown 
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Health, Safety and Wellness  
Laboratory Safety Assessment 
   

 Q9 Who would you contact if you are unsure of how to handle and dispose of infectious waste and your 
supervisor and local WHSC cannot help? 

(a) The University Chemical Store (b) Properties and Facilities 

(c) The University Biosafety Advisers within the OHS 
Division (d) Any of the above 

 

Q10 What training is required before working with biosecurity material? 

(a) Biosafety induction (b) Chemical safety training 

(c) I am not required to complete any training (d) Biosecurity training as detailed in the “Working 
with biosecurity material” procedure 

 

Q11 I need to import some human cell lines from my collaborators overseas into Australia for my research. How 
do I go about this? 

(a) Tell my collaborators overseas to put it in the mail (b) Wait until someone is coming to Australia and 
get them to bring it with them 

(c) Contact the Biosafety Advisers for the correct 
information on how to import this material (d) None of the above 

 

Q12 If you have questions about the chemicals you work with, what do you do? 

(a) Talk to your local safety coordinator or laboratory 
manager (b) Read the safety data sheet and product label 

for the chemical(s) you are using 

(c) Read the relevant risk assessments (d) All of the above 
 

Q13 Your suspect a chemical fume cupboard may not be working correctly as solvent odours seem to be present 
in the general lab area 

(a) Do nothing as the solvents are not toxic and the 
cupboards are checked every six months anyway (b) Continue working but hold your breath whilst in 

front of the fume cupboard 

(c) Open a window to increase fresh air intake (d) Notify your Supervisor or Lab Manager 
 

Q14 You work in a noisy laboratory and sometimes you hear ringing at the end of the day. 
Is there something you can do? 

(a) Nothing, the ringing will go away. (b) Contact your workplace health and safety co-
ordinator for advice 

(c) The University Radiation Protection Adviser  (d) All of the above 
 

Q15 Who should you contact when planning to use radioactive materials? 

(a) An industrial partner for cheap supply (b) Minerals Industry Safety and Health Centre  

(c) The University Radiation Protection Adviser (d) Office of Research and Postgraduate Studies 
 

Q16 When do you need to find out about the escape paths and marshalling areas for evacuation from your 
workplace? 

(a) When the alarms go off (b) When a warden directs you to them 

(c) When you have a practise evacuation (d) When you start in that area 
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Health, Safety and Wellness  
Laboratory Safety Assessment 
   

 Q17 What should you do in an emergency? 

(a) Contact UQ Security on (336) 53333 (b) Call 000 

(c) Contact your Supervisor (d) Dial 9 for the operator 
 

Q18 What cabinet should be used when working with infectious samples? 

(a) Fume hood (b) Biological safety cabinet 

(c) Laminar flow cabinet (d) No cabinet is needed, just work on the 
laboratory bench 

 

Q19 What should chemical users do to arrange the disposal of chemical waste? 

(a) Leave chemical waste in a fume cupboard for 
someone else to dispose of (b) 

Go on-line to use the University’s chemical 
waste disposal system: 
http://science.uq.edu.au/facilities/content/uq-
science-store to request chemical waste 
containers and subsequent chemical waste 
collection 

(c) Leave chemical waste in the loading bay for collection (d) Place all chemical wastes in one container for 
collection by the University Chemical Store 

 

Q20 Individually generated chemical wastes must be stored in separate chemical waste containers. These 
containers and formatted labels must be obtained from the University Chemical Store. 

(a) True  (b) False  
 

Q21 How should Clinical and related waste be managed and disposed of on campus? 

(a) Waste must be placed in marked yellow liners and 
bins (b) Liners cannot exceed 2/3 full or 6kg, whichever 

is the lesser 

(c) Clinical waste bins must be locked when placed in a 
public area (d) All of the above 

 

Q22 Which statement is correct in relation to Cytotoxic waste bins? 

(a) 
Bins and liners must be yellow with the cytotoxic 
waste symbol. The bins must be locked in a public 
area 

(b) Bins and liners must be purple with the 
cytotoxic waste symbol 

(c) Cytotoxic Drugs and related waste can be disposed of 
in general waste (d) None of the above 

 

Q23 Cytotoxic drugs and related waste bins must be locked and kept in a non-public area 

(a) True  (b) False  
 

Q24 Cytotoxic waste is more dangerous to the environment than radioactive waste and must be subject to 
greater controls and treatment? 

(a) True  (b) False  
 

http://science.uq.edu.au/facilities/content/uq-science-store
http://science.uq.edu.au/facilities/content/uq-science-store
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 Q25 What should you do with old containers and packages that formerly contained radioactive materials before 
discarding them? 

(a) Store them for 30 months (b) Store them for 30 years  

(c) Remove or obliterate radiation labels before disposal  (d) None of the above 
 

Q26 If an area has hazardous material it must have necessary equipment and personnel available to manage a 
spill. 

(a) True (b) False 
 

Q27 If you were in your laboratory after hours and had a large chemical spill, what should you do? 

(a) Leave the laboratory and advise your supervisor the 
next day (b) Notify UQ Security on (336) 53333 immediately. 

If safe, contain the spill 

(c) Clean up the spill with whatever is available (d) Notify the spill to Security within 4 weeks after 
the incident 

 

Q28 Energy usage is a key factor in generating greenhouse gas emissions. How can you and your area reduce 
energy usage? 

(a) Switch off lights at the end of the day (b) Switch off computer, monitors and non-
essential equipment at the end of the day 

(c) Fully load dishwashers before running them for 
maximum efficiency (d) All of the above 

 

Q29 Laboratories have some energy intensive equipment. What can you do to increase energy efficiency? 

(a) Buy energy efficient equipment (b) 
Switch off laboratory equipment that can 
sensibly be turned off when not in use, 
especially anything with a heating function 

(c) Keep fume hood sashes at their lowest position as 
much as possible (d) All of the above 

 

Q30 What do you need to do to work safely with gas cylinders? 

(a) Complete the online compressed gas safety training 
module (b) 

Review storage and handling of gas cylinders 
guidelines on UQ policies and procedures 
library 

(c) Close valves of any cylinders not in use (d) All of the above 
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