Biohazardous Spill Procedure (example)
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1. Notify all persons within the laboratory of the spill. 
· Inspect people within the laboratory for visible signs of contamination

· If contamination is on lab coat only, change lab coats immediately, placing the contaminated lab coat in a biohazard bag for decontamination.

· If contamination is on hands and arms, gloves are to be removed and hands thoroughly washed with med shield, hibiclens or chlorhexidine, and dried with absorbent paper towel. 

· If contamination is through lab coat, and clothing, then lab manager is to be called immediately for further action.

2. Protect Yourself

· Wear 2 pairs for gloves and safety goggles, and remove spill kit supplies from storage container. (Container, bio hazard bags, dustpan etc).
3. Contain & secure
· Surround the spill with absorbent material, overlay with paper towel or vermiculite

· Cordon off the area, prevent others from walking through the spill

4. Disinfect the spill

· Apply the appropriate disinfectant (e.g. bleach, virkon, F10)
· Allow to stand for an appropriate length of time (see directions for that disinfectant – usually 10 minutes for bleach)
5. Clean up & dispose of the debris

· Use tongs, scraper, cardboard or dustpan to remove any sharps, place in sharps container. Avoid using your hands

· Remove the absorbent material by using a dust pan and deposit in a biohazard bag along with the dust pan.
· Spray the area with disinfectant and allow a further 10 minutes contact time
· Remove any residual disinfectant with paper towels. Dispose towels in the biohazard bag.
6. Treat any contaminated equipment, and utensils. 

· Spray with disinfectant and allow a 10 minute contact time
· Remove contamination by wiping down with absorbent material. 
· Repeat above two steps (spray & wipe down)
· Dispose of used absorbent material in a biohazard bag.
7. Clean yourself

· Remove outer pair of gloves only and dispose in the biohazard bag.

· Remove goggles and clean with 70% ethanol and wipe clean.

· Inspect the area again for any missed items or areas of contamination.

· Remove inner gloves and place them in the biohazard bag.
· Close biohazard bag and dispose as biohazardous waste.
· Wash your hands with med shield, hibiclens or chlorhexidine and dry thoroughly
· Decontaminate your labcoat if required – i.e. dump in a bucket of bleach OR autoclave it

8. Return spill kit, and report incident, making sure the spill kit is restocked.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:


Only persons trained in the use of spill kits can clean up spills more than 100ml.


If spill is more than 1litre, place a Do not enter sign in the entrance door to the laboratory and alert the laboratory manager immediately 


Tell the laboratory manager of any hazardous information of the material involved in the spill.


For high risk spills (e.g. infectious or GM biological in risk group 2) do not enter the room for 30mins to allow aerosols to settle
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